Harry’s Meadow

Report to HPC meeting on 16 March 2021

The Chairman and Clerk met with officers from the Park Authority and subsequently with the
operator of Harry’s Meadow to discuss proposals for the planned ‘pop up’ campsite on the Hale
House Estate. In addition to seeking clarification of what is planned we discussed the concerns
notified to the clerk by parishioners.

What is permitted
Under current law the following are permitted:

. Stop over caravan sites — these can accept one caravan or motor home for up to two
consecutive nights for any 28 days in a 12-month period

. For 5+ acre holdings — 3 caravans are allowed for up to 28 days in any one calendar year

. All other sites can have tenting for up to 28 days in any one calendar year

. Sites approved by an exempted organisation, such as the Camping and Caravanning
Club, can have up to 5 caravans all year round, these are known as CL (Certified
Locations) sites

. Meetings organised by exempted organisations (such as Caravan Club rallies) - less than 5
days but no restriction on the number of rallies or caravans attending.

. Recreational organisations like caravan clubs or the Scouts can apply to Natural England
for an exemption to camp without planning permission for up to 60 days in a year or 42
days consecutively in a year — in such cases exemption certificates are valid for five years

While exempt organisations apply their own rules and controls on the operation of licensed sites
there are no such controls for 28 day sites. However, the preamble to the permitted rights require
the Habitat Regulations to be satisfied before such a right is exercised.

The Government has increased the 28 day permitted period for tenting to 56 days for this year.

Permitted rights do not apply in some circumstances including when the land in question is a
building or is within the curtilage of a building or the use of the land is for a caravan site.

The Park Authority is concerned about the increased number of campsites in the national park
and the impact on protected habitats. It is reviewing what new controls may be required. If
approved these would come into effect in future years.

What is proposed

Harry’s Meadow and Harry’s Field at Frogham are two sister sites operated by two members of
the same local family who lived all their lives in the forest.

This year it is planned that Harry’s Meadow will be located in the field adjoining Hale Road directly
opposite Hale House. An area of land will be marked out within which tents must be pitched.
Pitches will not be numbered and campers will be free to pitch their tent anywhere within the
marked out area maintaining a minimum distance from neighbouring tents. Midway through the
54 days of operation the marked out area will be moved within the field to allow the grass to
recover.

The maximum number of bookings will be determined by number of people staying rather than
the number of pitches. The operator has advised that the number of pitches will not exceed 80.
The information on some websites will refer to pitches and sometimes show the total number of
pitches available on both sites. Over booking at one site will be referred to the other if vacancies
exist.
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Written information sent at the time of booking will include the New Forest Code. Further
information about places of interest within easy travelling distance from the site, the location and
directions to the site will also be sent out in advance. This will be supplemented by face to face
briefings to each party on arrival.

Composting toilets and a small number of shower cubicles will be the only facilities provided on
site. Various food vendors will visit the site on one day day or early evening.

A small number of pre-erected Glamping tents will be available.
The operator will have a 24 hour warden presence on site who will monitor compliance with camp

rules and undertake regular perimeter checks. The operator will be pleased for Amanda or | to
visit the campsite when it is operational.

Matters of Concern

We discussed a number of matters of concern raised by parishioners including:

Road safety on Hale Lane - The risks will be made known to campers who will be advised not to
walk or cycle on Hale Lane between the site and Woodgreen. The operators are in contact with
Hampshire Highways regarding temporary road signage.

Wild Swimming and BBQs at Cow Bridge; - This will be discouraged and reference to it removed
from the website. The operator is liaising with Natural England about temporary signage at Cow
Bridge reinforcing the advice and directing their guests to approved locations elsewhere. The
presence of local youth at Cow Bridge last year dissuaded campers from going there.

Noise Nuisance - The site is promoted as a quiet, back to nature experience. Terms and
conditions include a noise and light curfew.

Permanent camping is proposed - This is not the case. The decision to operate the campsite was

taken in the context of Covid-19, people not holidaying abroad and the extension of permitted
development rights. It is reviewed annually by the operators.

Outstanding Issues

The park authority have yet formally to agree that the proposed location for the campsite is not
within the curtilage of Hale House

Under the legislation it appears that motorhomes and camper vans are classified as caravans in
which case permitted rights would not apply. At present bookings for camper vans are being
accepted for the site.

Recommendations

The parish council continue to liaise with the park authority and the operator in respect of the
planned campsite and provide updated information on HPC website.

The clerk supported by a named councillor communicates issues of concern that arise to the site
operator and undertakes ad hoc monitoring with the operator.

Information of local produce and relevant businesses be made available to the operator.
Consideration be given to proactively informing visitors about the Forest, its history and
importance as a specially protected landscape by offering guided or escorted walks or other

activity.
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