Sat 20th Feb

Clerk at Hale parish council

Re- Harry's campsite at Hale House

Please could this be raised at the next council meeting

With no prior warning or consultation with local residents last year a campsite was set up at the above, at the time local residents were led to believe this was a one off but we have recently found out that the site will be running again this year in a different location and on an even larger scale.
On speaking to many local people in Woodgreen and Hale there is much oppositions to this and much concern about the peace and tranquility of our villages and local flora and fauna and wildlife disturbance.
We have grave concerns about this site operating again because of what we witnessed personally last year and feel this should be brought to the parish councils attention.

We live on the Avon and on the opposite bank to our property it was like Bounemouth beach, a vast number of families with large umbrellas, sun tents, inflatable's and rubber dingy's, the noise was awful and rubbish left everywhere including floating in the river, we had to pull out and dispose of a inflatable and dingy abandoned in the river, we also witnessed the cattle being chased away with sticks from there usual drinking point as this is were the campers all sit and objects being thrown at the water birds, this was repeated on a daily basis til early evening.
In the evenings when the families left with the smaller children the teenagers arrived playing loud music til the early hours and leaving fires burning when they eventually left, we also had issues with them gathering on the green outside our property, leaving rubbish and abusive language to us when we asked them to keep the noise down or move on.
King fishers nests and the Otters holt are feet from where the campers were sitting which were not seen during or for some time after the camping stopped so were obviously disturbed, local fisherman who have fished this river for years gave up as there was so much noise and disturbance.

We feel the community was mislead and has been shown little or no regard for it's peace and tranquility and the wildlife has been given no consideration at all.
Our small villages can't cope with such a large influx of people and the wildlife, flora and fauna at the campsite and surrounding area's will be put under great pressure if this is allowed to continue. 

Please would the parish council discuss ours and local residents concerns at the next meeting.

Sunday 21st Feb
I would like to put in an objection to the pop up camp site being sited in the field behind hale cemetery 
This will cause severe disturbance to all that live in close proximity. 
Wildlife will be disturbed as there are badger sets, foxes dens ,hares, bats ,etc .
Has a survey on the  impact on hale lane been done ?

Sunday 21st Feb
Dear Councillors,

I am very concerned at the proposal of temporary pop up campsites in and around the village of Hale (SP6 2) particularly following the pop up campsite that took place last summer.
My reasons are as follows;
- Traffic : The village and local infrastructure is not set up for the amount of traffic the campsites are likely to create. Increased traffic creates a danger to walkers, local people (including the young children living around the Green and wider village) and the New Forest livestock roaming in the area (particularly ponies and donkeys). Hale Lane is a narrow and winding roads and in parts single track, we have already seen with the recent closure of Lode Hill (Downton) a huge increase of traffic, drivers speeding and damage to the verges on Hale Lane.

- Litter : The amount of litter last summer particularly by Cow Bridge and along Hale Lane was appalling, we also noticed an increase of litter around Hatchet Green. This in part was left and dumped by additional visitors to the area and campers and is unwanted by the local population. The environmental effects of dumped litter can be catastrophic. We also noticed an increase in dog poo last summer - creating an additional health risk to locals.
- New Forest / Countryside Code : Last summer we noticed an increase in the number of visitors to the forest and locally due to the temporary campsite. Many visitors were unaware and acting totally obliviously to both the countryside and New Forest codes. Livestock were constantly being petted and fed (dangerous to both the individuals involved who risk being kicked or bitten but also to the animals themselves with an increased risk of choking and colic). Repeated feeding of livestock also means that the animals get used to humans feeding them and then pester local people, often becoming vicious in the process and also wander onto roads (again an increased danger for the animals). Gates were constantly left open last summer and this meant animals were not contained to the areas they should be - causing damage to local properties and gardens but also meaning homeowners having to risk danger themselves (being kicked and bitten) by moving the animals.
- Noise and Light Pollution : Hale is a small New Forest village, local residents have chosen to live here in part due to the tranquil and quiet nature of the village. Visitors on the scale of a new campsite would no doubt create noise and light disturbance both during the day but particularly during the evenings and overnight.
- SSSI Status : Hatchet Green is a site of specific scientific interest, an increase in visitor numbers could seriously damage the local ecology of the area and potentially cause irreversible damage.
- Precedent Set : A big concern is that the precedent will be set to tolerate a campsite not just temporarily but permanently. The reasons given above outline the dissatisfaction of local residents.
- Risk to local population due to current Global Pandemic : Now is not the time for a surge of visitors to decamp on our small village we are living through unprecedented times and the risk to the local population caused by an influx of visitors and the spread of Covid-19 is simply not fair.
- Lack of consultation with local community : There has been no consultation with the local community on the plans for the proposed campsites and this was the same last year. In all honestly to dump this on the local population without due diligence is at best rude.
Myself and I’m sure many in the local population ask for more details on the proposed campsites (exactly where they will be located (the whole of the field or part) number of pitches, exact dates of operation and expected number of visitors) as a bare minimum before any further plans are made.

I look forward to your response on this matter.
Monday 22nd Feb


Monday 22nd Feb
Campsite at Hale House, Hale, Fordingbridge

Last year there was a campsite at Hale Park which proved to be popular.  We completely understand why families were drawn to the New Forest particularly after the Country went into lockdown due to the pandemic, but disconcerting that due to the transmission rate of the virus campers came from all over England, some of which no doubt came from high risk areas.

Everyone assured us this was a one-off but have now discovered it is proposed to have the campsite once again this year from 9th July to the 30th August, which is double the amount of time that was given last year.   The full description of what is on offer at the campsite can be seen on the website “Harry’s Meadow Camping”.

We are Members of Charford Farm Fishery and fortunate to live close to the River Avon where we fish on a regular basis, particularly throughout the summer months.  We pay an annual fee to the Fishery and also obtain the relevant Environment Agency’s Licences.

The Avon is an SSSi. Special Area of Conservation and a non-navigable river.  However, it seems that these points have not been taken into consideration when advertising the site for campers.

Whilst fishing last year there were dinghies and canoes  passing us together with wild water swimmers and paddle boarders upstream from where we were.  One group of people in a dinghy had a great idea of putting a scaffold board across the dinghy and have a B-B-Q whilst sailing!  Also, some of the canoeists parked their canoes further downstream, hopped onto the bank and had a picnic.  Unfortunately, when leaving they omitted to take all the rubbish with them, which consisted of tins, bottles, waste food and plastics.  On one occasion even a used b-b-q was left behind.    This all caused much distress to the cattle in the meadows plus other wildlife that inhabit the Avon catchment area.  On several occasions we, together with the Bailiff and other anglers collected all the rubbish from the banks of the river and surrounding areas (including roadside and verges along Hale Lane) to dispose of ourselves.

There does not seem to be any consideration for the welfare of wildlife, livestock and neighbouring areas including fields, hedgerows and farm buildings which can house rare species and flora and fauna which will be impacted upon.  The wildwater swimmers created havoc last year by disturbing the weed and ranunculus on which several water insects live.

We also fear, that at some point some one could drown, since there is a tremendous amount of weed, ranunculus and other growths during the summer months and if some one caught their foot in the weed on the river bed they may well not be able to free themselves.

One of the things that amazed us was how irresponsible Hale House were last year (bearing in mind how parched the land was due to the very hot weather) was for firewood to be sold to the campers.  This could well have been a fire hazard to neighbouring properties and the wider area.

We are also concerned about the proposed new site for this year’s campsite and the increase in the number of days which is double from last year.  It does not take a mathematician to work out that if you have 100 pitches and each pitch has an average of 2 adults and 2 children you have 400 people on the site on a daily basis plus at least 100 vehicles some of which, no doubt, would be bringing their own caravan.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We would appreciate your assistance in endeavouring to persuade Mr. Hickman from operating the campsite on any of his land particularly on the scale that he is considering.

Kind Regards

Monday 22nd Feb
I have been given to understand that there are proposals under consideration for campsites in Hale- the first of in the field by the Hale Cemetery, the second near the site of last year’s Harry’s Meadow. Apparently the dates are basically July and August - some 58 / 60 days.

There are very clear memories in my mind of what happened in Hale as a result of Harry’s Meadow and that is only a small site in comparison to the field by the Cemetery. :-

The traffic along Hale Lane in both directions was hugely increased and at times destroyed the peace of Hatchet Green. It was at dangerous levels between Woodfalls Cross and the hOrse and Groom at Woodgreen. It was not just vehicles but also groups of cyclists and groups of pedestrians.

The Cemetery field, used as a campsite, would detract hugely from that amazing lime avenue linking Hale House to the Green.

To whom should I write to share my unhappiness about the scale of these proposed campsites?

Let me know please,
Many thanks

Hello Amanda
I would like to register both my wife and myself to oppose the proposition put
forward by Mr Sloane Hickman for a campsite for up to one hundred sites for
camping in Harry’s field nearly opposite me.
With up to hundreds of people and  hundreds of vehicles converging on our
little village during the summer for up to two months our lives would be
destroyed let alone the devastation to the wildlife. Also it could set a president
for years to come.
My wife and I strongly lodge our objections.
Thank you
Sincerely

26/02/21

Dear Amanda,
 
I write with regard to the pop-up campsite that is proposed for July/August 2021, and would like the contents of this email to be included in the Agenda for the next HPC Meeting scheduled for the 16th March, and perhaps added to the HPS Website, if appropriate.
 
I object to the proposed camp-site for the following reasons:
 
1)  It is intended that the set-up of the site will be July and August 2021 - apparently 54 days, possibly longer, which is quite a long time during summer months when people could be trying to enjoy the peace and quiet of their gardens and the Forest itself - and it is to be in the field behind Hale Cemetery, which is huge, and this campsite could well end up having a large number of pitches set up, e.g. tents, caravans, camper vans etc., which could have a massive impact on the local community, in several ways.
2)  There is a strong likelihood of increased noise and light pollution, litter, disruption to the natural environment, fire risk due to BBQs, camp-fires etc., increase in traffic which in turn could cause additional risk and danger to animals, other wildlife, walkers and the people who live here.
3)  Sanitation and hygiene could be a problem - the waste of, and from, portable toilets and their chemicals may cause leakage into the protected environment, rivers, streams and water courses.  There could also possibly be the occurrence of "unsavoury behaviour".
4)  There is already a lot of speeding along the narrow Hale Road and the campsite is likely to increase this - last year there were cases of fast cars and "boy racers".
5)  There is likely to be a wide lack of respect for, and non-observance and non-compliance of, The Countryside Code, gates could be left open (as has, I've been told, been the case in the past) which could be catastrophic if animals strayed out of their fields.  There may also be the illegal and nonsensical feeding of animals, even adults trying to put their children on to wild ponies' backs to ride them - which of course is completely dangerous and stupid.  Animals are very protective too, when they have young, and the lack of common sense surrounding this, and the non-respect and incorrect approach towards an animal in this situation could also be disastrous.  It would be awful and totally unacceptable if an animal were to suffer because of this type of interference.
6)  Most of Hale is an SSSI, a natural habitat for many rare and protected species of birds, butterflies and insects, bats, birds of prey and so on - the campsite could be an intrusive invasion into this environment.
7)  The increase in people is very likely to result in increased demand for supplies from our local shops and amenities - and the local people who use these facilities will suffer, as was the case last year when they were badly affected by shelves emptied of provisions.
8)  The Woodgreen pub, The Horse & Groom, was also affected by the camp-site by very high numbers of people visiting the pub, some apparently causing trouble and damage, and there was not the space or the means to accommodate that many people.
 
I'd be grateful if you could please acknowledge, and confirm that this will be added to the meeting's 16th March Agenda, many thanks.

26/02/21
Dear Amanda,

I write with regard to the above, and would like this objection and comments to be presented to the HPC and ensure that it is published on the HPC Website. I would like to put forward my views on this matter, as follows:
Reasons:
The campsite is surrounded by areas of SSSIs and SINCs (Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation) and the influx of possibly hundreds of people into this site presents a number of problems, including: increased footfall, light pollution, litter, fouling and unsavoury behaviour, lack of Countryside Code compliance and damage to trees and fences, all of which were experienced last year.
Safety:
Hale Lane is a narrow winding lane that already has problems with fast cars and is often used as a rat run. The increased traffic will present further problems of safety, not only to walkers but to horse riders and wildlife.
Wildlife:
Bats and many other species, protected and otherwise, will be affected by noise and light pollution including headlights, smoke and exhaust pollution and damage to hedgerows.
Fire Risks:
Campfires and BBQs pose risk to woodland and hedgerows, including adjacent properties.
Rivers and water courses:
Sanitation seepage into our local rivers and streams.
Local Amenities:
No local amenities in Hale - last year problems were experienced with campers seriously reducing the provisions on shelves of small shops, and problems for the pub in the neighbouring village were also incurred.

We are not geared up here in Hale, for these influxes of people.

Thank you.
27/02/21
Dear Amanda,

I would like to express my objection to the proposal for the pop-up campsite “Harry’s Field” on the field behind Hale Cemetery for this summer.

As a resident of Hale, with a property on Hale Road, just a few hundred metres away from this proposed site, I believe this would be extremely detrimental to the area, for several reasons:

- This site will dramatically increase traffic along Hale Road, as well as through Woodgreen and Woodfalls.
- Hale Road is extremely narrow, especially the hill up from Woodgreen, and totally unsuitable for caravans and motor homes. 
- The road up from Woodgreen to this site is already covered in deep potholes (in narrow sections you cannot avoid them) and more traffic will increase these. The road has soft verges and passing places which become dangerous and unusable when churned up by traffic. 
- Hale is a quiet village and I am concerned that there will be a lot of noise pollution from a summer campsite.
- There are no amenities in Hale itself and guests will inevitably need to drive to and from site regularly for shops, pubs, restaurants, etc, again increasing traffic.
- There are no suitable facilities such as showers, toilets, washing-up facilities and, crucially, disposal areas for grey-water from caravans and motor homes at this site. Although temporary facilities can be brought in, these would be unsightly and, I believe, inadequate for large numbers of people.
- Many local people, including children, use Hale Road, Hatchet Green and the road from Woodgreen for recreation such as cycling, walking and running. Increased traffic would make these routes extremely dangerous, especially for children.
- Many local people already work hard to pick up litter left on verges and thrown from cars by visitors to the New Forest. I am worried increased visitor numbers will potentially mean more litter, which is not only disgusting to see, but is harmful to the environment and to the animals and New Forest ponies.
- There all already many, well-established, well-maintained campsites throughout the New Forest which have suitable facilities, local amenities and access routes. I do not see the need for a site such as the proposed one in such an unsuitable location. 

I have also sent a copy of this email to the NFNPA, Natural England, HCC and MPs.

27/02/21
Amanda

I would like to register an objection to the proposed campsite mentioned above.
The location of the site is inappropriate and the access point via The Lodge is off a narrow road. 
This location would cause an unwanted increase in traffic to this quiet part of the New Forest and the local roads are not wide enough and unsuitable for cars towing caravans and large motor homes.
Hale road is also unsuitable for these types of vehicles and is currently in a poor state and has deteriorated even more recently when more vehicles used this road as a short cut when the road into Downton was shut for just a over a week! This road does have passing places but these are few and these have also been churned up badly in the last week when the road into Downton was closed.
There are also inadequate facilities and shops in Hale which would also increase traffic to and from the site to the local shops and public houses.
This traffic will be using the narrow roads which are also used by children, walkers, joggers and cyclists for recreational purposes and as there are no paths in this area of Hale this increase in traffic movement could be very dangerous to anyone using the area for recreation.
I am also concerned that this increase in traffic brings a greater risk of litter and injury to both the horses and donkeys in this area which as we all know that there have been numerous cases this year of wildlife fatalities due to traffic/vehicles.
Lastly, Hale is a quiet tranquil parish and we are concerned at the potential amount of noise pollution that this site could cause both during the day and into the night.
There are plenty of well established campsites situated throughout the New Forest with better amenities and in more appropriate locations with properly designed drainage systems and with proper ‘safe’ road access.
I trust you will take this objection seriously and use it in order to prevent this Campsite from opening in our village.
Many thanks

27/02/21
Dear Sir/Madam

I would like to register my opposition to the intended reuse of ‘Harry Field’ this summer for 100 pitches for an eight week period over the summer period.  

Unless grounds for opposition are advanced and sustained, it will once again become an intolerable blot on community life (as it did last year), by the introduction of excessive vehicle movements through the NFNP area of Hatchet Green and along predominantly single track roads that are incapable of adequately supporting this level of activity.

Such surges in peak flow vehicular movements as were observed last year caused significantly enhanced levels of noise, vibration and pollution throughout the summer.  This put at risk both the community residents taking exercise around the Green and the animals that roam freely in the area.

These issues are further exacerbated by the online advertisement of the field for its use for caravans (camper vans and motorhomes), which are not necessarily allowed under permitted development rights (except under special circumstances and with a site license); and which, if unchecked, could give rise to the creation of an undesirable precedent potentially facilitating the  more permanent use of the site for year round static vans use.

Your sincerely

28/02/2021

Dear Amanda

As you are HPC Clerk we would say that we note with concern the rumours of planned camping in the area between Hatchett Green and Hale House.

We appreciate that 83% of the population of England (2014) live in Urban areas and approximately half of the population live in Terraced or High Rise properties. Hence they are not as blessed as ourselves in having such a scenic back yard and Covid-19 will have caused them great stress. We appreciate that the likelihood of reliable summer travel abroad is also low for holidays. Attempts to mitigate the worst effects of anthropogenic atmospheric changes are likely to make this a multiyear problem into the foreseeable future.

We also appreciate that the owners of the land have every right to use it as they see fit, traditionally by agriculture, for their benefit. In our changing world other applications may be viable if wider community considerations permit. 

We are concerned that a proper Environmental Impact Assessment of these proposed actions may not have been performed – and certainly has not been communicated to those who may be affected.

We have vivid memories of a previous tenant of the Gate House by Hale Cemetery who held an all- night musical event – it is the only occasion we have had to put in a noise complaint but we would not hesitate to repeat that if needed. We seem to be talking July and August and this is when ventilation needs at night make noise levels most noticeable. 

Has anyone considered the effect on Hale Cemetery, in the unfortunate possibility of it being needed, of having a campsite active by its boundary?

Hale Lane is, I believe, a C road barely capable of having two normal vehicles passing between Hatchett Green and Woodgreen – as indeed is most of the road from Woodfalls including Hatchett Green itself. We are not just talking cars and the VW micro-buses of hippy fame here but potentially very large campers also. In addition the service vehicles are massive – last year the Hills commercial waste lorries looked incongruous and shaved the over-hanging tree bottoms very effectively. Even without the proposed campsite we frequently travel to Woodgreen via Ladies Mile because we are unwilling to risk Hale Lane given the way some drive. We believe there is an elevated risk of a motor vehicle collision anyway on that road due to its width and corners.

In the last year we have observed a lot of work on the cattle grid at SP62ND. Will the cattle grids and associated road infrastructure stand the potential level of traffic? I fear such wide vehicles will severely degrade the road edges – has this been considered?

Has the effect of such an influx of temporary habitation on the local ecology been considered? I am no ecologist but certain things come to my mind such as high colour temperature lights at night confusing wildlife diurnal rhythms and interference with the local bat population. We may be unlikely to find an array of deceased wildlife proving the “corpus delicti” but this does not mean it may not happen.

Government has enabled this recreational possibility for reasons we understand – we look forward to seeing such campsites established at Stoney Cross say – but we believe the uncertainties so far indicate that the Zero Action Alternative (i.e. don’t do it) is the preferred way ahead in this location. Strong control measures, though we have no knowledge of any such thing, may mitigate against some of the problems but not all as far as we can see. There is certainly an information gap.

Regards

02/03/21
	Subject: Hale Park camping

	Message: Dear Madam, I am writing in support of those residents in the vicinity of Hale Park who are objecting to the plans for large scale camping over the summer within the park. I appreciate that the parish council has no powers to control this, but it may have a little influence with those authorities who do. The proposals would impose intolerable burdens on the neighbours and the scale of the camps (I understand two of them) is quite unsuited to this quiet area with its dangerous narrow lane access. Moreover, the Forestry Commission's camps throughout the New Forest should be open this summer, so there is no need to impose this sort of use on residents in surrounding villages. Please would your council do what it can to stop this serious disruption to village life. Yours faithfully, 



08/03/21
With  almost utter disbelief it has been brought to our notice that there are plans to open in the summer not one but two camp sites in Hale.
 
This wonderful area and village  are one of the very few quiet and undisturbed areas left in our beautiful New Forest National Park.
Surely this idea just cannot be allowed to happen.
What have we done to deserve the disturbance and impact on many people on our unique and peaceful village.
If these sites are allowed to happen what is there to stop anyone with land  applying to do the same thing and marking the and of conservation and protection of our glorious  National Park  not to mention the wildlife which is struggling everywhere  mainly due to far too many people.
 
Yours sincerely

10/03/2021
Dear Mrs Johnson
I object to the pop up campsite as it is only a short distance from me. Last year it caused problems. Put it down near the big house. NOT HERE.
Yours sincerely
12/03/21
 I am very concerned and saddened that there will be further camping this summer in the fields around Hale Park.
I understand the financial problems arising from COVID-19 and the loss of income suffered by so many and this is why I was sympathetic last year and didn’t raise my voice at the time; especially as we were told it was going to be a ‘one off’.
Unfortunately, this year it seems the camping will be increased and go beyond recompensing for lost revenue. I’m deeply concerned about the impact this will have on Nature, the community and the New Forest National Park; which I believe should be protected above any financial concerns.
I feel incredibly lucky to have the good fortune to live at Hale Farm. I believe I’m only a steward of this beautiful, natural place and that I hope to leave it as a better environment for nature than it is currently. I believe that if I’m unable to maintain , care and afford my property I should downsize to something more manageable. At the moment I’m able to sustain it and although I’m not able to do all the work required at once, I’m gradually improving fences and wildlife habitat over time.
With this in mind, I’m very sad that this area is in danger of considerable damage due to unregulated numbers in two separate campsites. 
I have four fields, any of which I could use for camping and make a great deal of money doing so, but I would never consider this because of the impact on Nature and consideration for my neighbours’ peace of mind and the community at large. My land is home to barn owls, little owls, foxes, deer, rabbits, woodcocks, bats, newts(in several ponds), swallows, buzzards, woodpeckers, herons, butterflies and many other species. I am incredibly worried about how all of these will be adversely affected by the camping so close by; the inevitable litter and light pollution and noise - not to mention BBQs and fires along with issues with damage to water systems and the River Avon.
I do not want to restrict my neighbours, but I believe it is our duty to respect each other and try to protect the National Park in keeping it safe, quiet and unpolluted.
I am shocked that rules, which we all live by and respect, can be thrown away in a National Park for the sake of money, with no limitations and which, ordinarily , would be subject to planning consents and considerations on everything on every level. Once these have been even temporarily stopped it can set a precedent and undermine protection for Nature in the following years and beyond.
I feel I have to voice my concerns about the future of our area. Money can and will override all our ‘better instincts’ if we let it, but I don’t wish to do so. I grew up in the New Forest and although nothing stays the same, I can at least try to do the best I can. I would appreciate your support and wish the issue could be raised as a matter of urgency at the next Parish Council meeting on the 2nd March.
I will be contacting ecologists and others who care deeply for the larger natural world we live in.
 
All the best,

12/03/21
Re Unregulated Camping at Hale House, Hale, Hampshire
 
As a local resident I am writing to object to unregulated camping at Hale House which is in The New Forest National Park and has sensitive wildlife habitats both on it and surrounding it.
 
My Concerns and the Issues
         Under permitted development rights (which were extended last year due to Covid from 28 days to 56 days) the campsites can be set up without planning permission and therefore without public consultation or adherence to local planning policies. Unregulated campsites should have been excluded from National Parks and sensitive wildlife areas.
         The owner of Hale House has not consulted with neighbours or the community regarding the campsite at Hale House since he first took advantage of the relaxation last year.
         No thought has been given to the location of the campsite both last year and also for the proposed use this year from 9th July to then end of August 2021.
         The campsite impacts negatively on wildlife, neighbouring properties and the community.
         The campsite is surrounded by areas of Special Scientific Interest SSSI’s.
          The campsite is surrounded by Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation SINC’s.
         Hale Park itself is part of a Wildlife Stewardship Scheme.
         Watercourses, springs and the fall of the land mean that any form of pollution will end up in the River Avon which is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC). This is still protected by European Legislation.
         Due to the narrow lanes there are no safe access points to any of the landowner’s fields. The proposed access point close to Hatchet Green has no visibility splays and there is every likelihood an accident will occur.
         The noise generated by the site will adversely impact on wildlife and neighbouring property.
         The light pollution created by torches, car headlights and potentially campfires will impact negatively on wildlife (especially bats) and neighbouring properties. Light pollution will also affect the wider countryside and the National Park.
         Campers who turn up without a pitch in advance could spill over onto surrounding fields and woods.
         Last year a significant amount of litter was left on footpaths, roads and land in the surrounding countryside. The area around Cow Bridge on the River Avon suffered badly, and it is a SAC.
         Local footpaths and bridle paths will have increased footfall causing more erosion to land and damage to stiles and gates.
         Any campfires or BBQ’s associated with camping could lead to local woodland and heathland catching fire which would devastate wildlife. The smoke from campfires would adversely affect bats, wildlife and neighbouring property.
         If the campsite continues to be run annually this could have an adverse effect on property value locally.
         The mental health of local people has already been stretched by the effects of Covid. If local people are unable to quietly enjoy their own gardens and their surroundings this summer due to camping activities, then this will make matters worse.
 
Action
 
It is hoped local residents and Hale Parish Council will consider the following to be necessary
 
         Lobby the National Park Planning Department. Steve Avery, Executive Director (Strategy and Planning) Steve.Avery@newforestnpa.gov.uk
         Lobby Natural England enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk
         Lobby the District Council Edward Heron Edward.Heron@newforestnpa.gov.uk
         Make the Highways Agency aware of concerns over highway safety.
         Make the Police aware regarding concerns of anti-social behaviour.
         Lobby MP Robert Jenrick who relaxed the 28 day rule last year without proper consideration for the impact on National Parks  robert.jenrick.mp@parliament.uk
         Lobby MP Desmond Swayne who represents the New Forest Area desmond.swayne.mp@parliament.uk
         Consider writing to the owner of Hale House to make your feelings known.
         Hale Parish Council and Woodgreen Parish Council should be encouraged to liaise on the issues as jointly affected.
         It is hoped any local Ecologists or wildlife experts will lend their expertise and advice.
         The local community shop at Woodgreen could become overwhelmed if 400 or more people are camping nearby. This would be the equivalent of a large village population being created between Woodgreen and Hale without the infrastructure to support it.
         Recent Covid updates would suggest weddings will be allowed this summer and therefore Hale House would have its usual form of additional income back and should not need to resort to unregulated camping.
 
Consequences and Potential Outcome
The more people that write to the powers that be, the greater likelihood of unregulated camping being stopped or significantly scaled back in the National Park.
1.    The National Park have the powers to issue an Article 4 Direction to prevent unregulated camping and take enforcement steps if planning regulations are broken.
2.    Natural England can enforce the Habitat Regulations 2017. Large fines exist for breaches. For example, an unlimited fine can be imposed for every bat killed and up to 6 months in prison. The Wildlife and Countryside Act could also be enforced. Harm to Protected Species include animals such as dormice or newts as well as bat all of which inhabit the area. Enforcement is likely to apply to the owner of the land and the organisers of any unregulated campsites.
3.    The Police and Highways Agency could implement legal proceedings where the owner of the land knowingly increases traffic flow or creates an access which endangers members of the public or causes loss of life.
4.    The Fire brigade and the Police could implement legal proceedings where there is damage to property as a result of fire.
5.    If wildlife habitat or species are killed of affected by fire and smoke this could result in legal action against those responsible.
6.    Owners of neighbouring property could take legal action themselves against the land owner or campsite organisers if it is considered as creating a nuisance. They could also inform any of the above agencies if they feel any breach of regulations or law has occurred.

Dear Amanda
 
I am pleased that local concerns will be discussed at your next Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 16th March 2021.
 
I understand from Sharon Barnett that the organiser of the campsite Jess Sherrif has written to her to try and placate our concerns. In my opinion there are no guarantees that he can give to prevent a large amount of harm and it is a cynical attempt to protect him and Mr Hickman from losing a considerable amount of easy cash at our expense.
 
There is no way that the organisers can prevent the following:
         Harm to wildlife. Undoubtedly breaches of both English and European laws to prevent this happening will occur.
         There is every likelihood that an accident will occur on the highway due to poor visibility splays and narrow lanes.
         Campers will party into the night regardless of any guidelines that the organisers give to their visitors. This will impact negatively on wildlife and the local’s right to quiet enjoyment of their own homes and gardens.
         The organisers cannot prevent the dropping of litter and potential damage to surrounding property.
 
If any further discussions are held with the organisers this should be undertaken with the collective support of the parish council members and a list of concerns prepared by them for the organisers to address.
 
In my opinion the campsite should not go ahead in any form and the Parish Council should robustly act to do whatever it can within it powers to prevent it and back up the large majority of local opinion. I also feel that the Parish should write to Mr Hickman to pass on local concern and try and persuade him to not run the campsite again this year.
 
Could you please confirm you have received this email?
 
Kind regards
 

OBJECTION TO : Hale House New Forest proposed “pop-up” campsite in Hale village summer 2021.

I would like to strongly object to this proposed campsite for the following reasons.

1. Safety

1.1. Hatchet Green has many young families living around it. They enjoy the safety this beautiful environment offers to cycle, roller skate, walk and run either on their own or depending on age supervised by an adult. 

Last year 2020, “Harry’s Meadow” 100 pitch campsite caused a huge increase in traffic volume as 100 vehicles arrived to pitch, seek food or entertainment from their pitch or explore the area. Hale Road at times became heavy with traffic on a single track road with minimum passing places. We also had “boy racers” in souped up cars speeding along that side of the green. A child on a bike or roller skating would have had no chance of avoiding danger. We also have elderly residents who enjoy the safety, social interaction that a stroll around the green offers them. One resident's only means of getting out safely is to cycle around the green on his adapted 3 wheel tricycle.

1.2 Once more our commoning animals are to be placed in danger from heavily increased car traffic, illegal feeding, and petting. Gates are left open to allow them to leave the forest and become a danger to vehicles and the highway, as well as themselves.

Last year visitors had to constantly be asked not to feed our animals, keep their young children close (not to allow their toddlers to wander around the ponies rear ends or place them on their backs!), and generally not treat the area like a theme park.

2. Environment

1.1 Hatchet Green and its surround is an SSSI and also a Conservation area. It contains protected habitats and as residents we have restrictions placed on us to keep the area protected. It is ironic that 100+pitches containing probably a minimum of 200 people would be allowed to descend on this environment with no restrictions or understanding of the sensitivity and protection needed to maintain the balance and conserve the environment.

1.2 The field in question over the last years has been used as grazing for cattle. During the summer months it has been very poorly managed and Ragwort has been allowed to cover the area. This has not been controlled as per DEFRA legislation. This poses a huge threat of spreading into the surrounding environment as 100+ feet tramp the seed heads which are laying dormant onto our village green. Yet more danger to our animals. Our gardens have seen an increase of this plant over the last years, but we manage it both in our gardens and on the green as it springs up so far. This would not be possible or safe should it increase. It would also have a devastating effect on our free roaming animals should it increase.

1.3 Pollution will increase. Carbon emissions will greatly increase due to

Car traffic
Fire pits (sold on campsite)
Dark sky reduction
Noise
Compost toilets seeping nitrates into the river Avon watercourse
Showers
Rubbish and litter

3. Commoning

1.1 The New Forest as a National Park is protected by statutory legislation to conserve and enhance its' natural beauty, wild life and cultural heritage. Commoning plays a vital role in upholding this. It is extremely hard to continue as commoners as we face our animals being killed on the roads, fed dangerous and illegally or placed in danger if they react to people not keeping their distance from them. It is not a petting zoo but visitors (2020 throughout the forest was a nightmare trying to keep them safe due to increased Covid volumes of visitors) do not understand this.

1.2 The National Park has a duty to surely protect this cultural history? They are described as natures lawnmowers in visitor information. The change to habitat and the environment would be irreversible if commoning becomes too hard to maintain if our animals aren’t offered protection.

4. Local Amenities

1.1 There are no local amenities in Hale. 

1.2 However, we do have a well maintained (by the villagers) cemetery which allows us as villagers to visit relatives and friends we have lost over the years. It is a peaceful place for quiet reflection and is directly beside this proposed pop up campsite! 

Kind regards

