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Hale Parish Council
Terms of reference for the Standards Committee
1. General

1.1 The Parish Council shall appoint the Committee and the Chairman of the Committee annually at the Annual meeting of Council in May.

1.2 The Committee cannot make decisions binding on the Council or incur expenditure without the prior approval of full Council.

1.3 The Committee shall meet (i) at the request of the Chairman or, (ii) at the request of two members of the Committee or, (iii) at the Clerk’s request via the Chairman.

1.4 The Clerk will be in attendance at meetings of the Committee and the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Parish Council are entitled to attend.

1.5 Some business of the Committee shall be conducted in closed session and shall remain confidential, other than to members of the full Council, who will also respect the confidential nature of such information.

1.6 Notes of meetings or summaries of recommendations will be taken by an appointed person and shall be presented to full Council in closed session where appropriate.

2. Purpose

2.1 To oversee and review quality standards, policies, procedures and communications of the Council with the advice of the Clerk; advise full council on such matters and act on its instructions when called upon.

2.2 To keep up-to-date with legislation and write new policies and procedures, with the advice of the Clerk, and present them to full Council for approval. 

3. Specific role of the Committee

3.1 To make enquiries regarding matters of complaint against the Council or any member and refer them to the Principal Authority, if necessary.
3.2 To make enquiries regarding matters of complaint against the Clerk and report to the Chairman and/or Personnel Committee.

3.3 To make enquiries regarding breaches of its code of conduct by any member of the Council and provide recommendations to full Council which might include referral to the Principal Authority.
3.4 To undertake any other work authorised by full Council.
4. Additional information

For further information, please contact Amanda Johnson, Clerk and Proper Officer.
5. Next review date

January 2022
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